ABSTRACT
Introduction

I. Background To The Study
A. Features of Online Reading Comprehension
The Internet provides an abundance of potential benefits for learners with disabilities; however, certain characteristics of online reading comprehension present learners with greater challenges and further complexity than reading printed text. Unlimited amounts of information online are more complex for learners to locate relevant information (Abbott & Cribb (2001) , Leu, Kinzer, Coiro & Cammack (2004) , McKenzie (1995) , and Pierce (1998) . The main advantages of online reading activities are the following:
The online learning environment has become more and more popular for educators and learners, due to its multiple visual and audio representations. Reading online is further complicated by the need to critically evaluate online sources to determine the reliability of the information (Abbott & Cribb (2001) , Bulger (2006) , Leu Designers update their websites and readers post new comments using social networking tools. This rapidly changing reading environment has implications for the reliability of assessments that measure online reading comprehension; however, online materials must be evaluated for reliability, which learners generally neglect, and make it as a controversial issue; therefore evaluation strategies must be taught (Pierce, 1998) .
In addition to the complexities of this issue that is both relevant and reliable, multimedia components imbedded in online reading adds to the complex nature of Internet reading because unique skills for processing multiple modes of information is required because it includes embedded links, graphics, and video that sometimes distract learners, causing a decrease in comprehension rather than the intended enhancement of comprehension and retention (Coiro(2005) , Kennedy & Bolitho(1984) , Leu, Kinzer , Coiro & Cammack (2004) . Although barriers are present preventing progress towards improved online literacy for learners with disabilities, when efforts for integration are made, learners obtain considerable benefit from learning online reading comprehension skills and strategies.
B. Advantages of Incorporating the Internet into Teaching
Although research is scarce, a body of literature identifies the advantageous nature of the Internet for improving the academic outcomes for learners with disabilities including: (a) unlimited access to various resources, (b) adaptability, (c) increased opportunities for communication, and (d) the motivational aspect. One such benefit of the Internet is the access at any time, in any place, for unlimited number of times, without any charge. Another noteworthy aspect of the Internet is the ease of adapting online materials for learners with disabilities, and availability of a large number of topics for students to choose, particularly for those learners with exceptionalities being educated in inclusive settings. Furthermore the website is fully interactive and can be used by students, thus improving positive social and interpersonal skills that learners with disabilities often lack (Burgstahler, (1997 Incentive can be lost when people believe they have no control or choice, no skills or resources to be successful, and no external resources to turn to for help.
With reference to Halliday (1985b) , metafunctional theory of language, on the interpersonal level, (Schiffrin (1980) , Hyland (2000) , Crismore & Farnsworth (1990) , both point out that metadiscourse allows written texts to take on some features of spoken language (e.g., personal pronouns to establish an "I-you" relationship), and thus become more "reader-friendly". On the textual level, (Crismore & Farnsworth (1990) , Crismore (1989) note that Metadiscourse is a term that is used in philosophy to denote a discussion about a discussion (and so on), as opposed to a simple discussion about a given topic. Metadiscourse occurs within the realm of writing, whose In the definition by Williams that metadiscourse is "writing about writing," we see a separation between the writing on one level and the other writing at a different level we call metadiscourse. Writing at the first level 
II. What Is Metadiscourse?
Metadiscourse is talk about talk. The common term discourse refers to the pragmatic use of language (including nonverbal signs such as paralanguage and gestures in discourse) in extended texts or episodes of communication.
Metadiscourse refers to the pragmatic use of language to comment reflexively on discourse itself. The prefix -meta‖ (from a Greek word meaning with, across, or after) here denotes a shift to a higher-order frame of reference. Williams (1990) , gives a different definition of metadiscourse from the one developed by (Hyland, (2000) , & Hyland, Ken (2005) . It is -the language we use when, in writing about some subject matter, we incidentally refer to the act and to the context of writing about it.
He goes on give examples: verbs to announce what the writer will be doing; cohesion markers to indicate steps in presentation; words to express logical connections; and words to hedge how certain the writer is about a claim. In (Hyland (2005) ‗s opinion, the writer uses metadiscourse precisely to bring the implicit, internalized dialogue to a satisfactory conclusion through the reader‗s acceptance of the argument.
A. Metadiscourse Typology
Hyland divides metadiscourse into two broad categories:
► Interactive -features used to organize propositional information in ways that the target reader should find coherent and convincing (Halliday, 1985a ).
► Interactional -features that draw the reader into the discourse and give them an opportunity to contribute to it and respond to it by alerting them to the writer's perspective on propositional information and orientation and intention with respect to that reader (Halliday (1985a) & Halliday (1985b) .
B. Interactive Metadiscourse
There are five interactive features, which are briefly defined and exemplified below. 
A. Participants and Administration Procedures
The test and questionnaire were administered to two large sections (ranging from 100-120 learners) of the EFL 
B. Instruments
An online reading comprehension test was used in the current study. This test should be downloaded from the website of the Lancaster University and after installing the software, all the learners can use it provided that they are connected to the internet. This test is named as DIALANG Diagnostic Language Testing Online. The second instrument was the questionnaire of metadiscourse that measured the EFL learners' degree of awareness of metadiscourse. Unlike the online reading comprehension test, the questionnaire was formulated in Persian (the native language of the learners) in an attempt to avoid any failure to understand or correctly interpret the questions.
Iv. Data Analysis And Discussion
As mentioned earlier, the necessary data for the present study was collected through one Questionnaires of Metadiscourse filled by the EFL Learners and an online reading comprehension test.
The descriptive statistics of metadiscourse questionnaire as the independent (predictor) variable and online reading comprehension test as the dependent (predicted) variables are illustrated in the following Tables (see Table   1 ): showing a significant relationship between the level of metadiscourse awareness and Online reading ability.
Regression Analysis for Metadiscourse Questionnaire and Online reading test
To analyze the data further, regression analysis was conducted. The results indicated that Metadiscourse
Questionnaire is a positive predictor of the dependent variable (Online reading test). The results of regression analysis for Metadiscourse Questionnaire and Online reading test are reported in Table 3 .
As the results of Table 3 reveal, the model containing scores of Metadiscourse Questionnaire can predict 78% of the conceptual learning from the text. The R value is .84 indicating a correlation between students' metadiscourse awareness level and their online reading abilities. Table 3 shows the contribution of the independent variable (Metadiscourse Questionnaire) on the dependent variable (Online reading) equals .651. The square value is .78 showing that about 75% of the variation in online reading ability can be explained by taking their level of metadiscourse awareness into account. Therefore; metadiscourse awareness is making a significant contribution to the prediction of online reading ability. The present study aims at investigating the role and importance of metadiscourses in online reading comprehension of EFL learners. To meet this purpose, a questionnaire of Metadiscourses was developed and given to all subjects. Also, all participants were required to take part in an online reading comprehension test named as DIALANG Diagnostic Language Testing Online. The findings of the study illustrated that about 75% of the variation in online reading ability can be explained by taking their level of metadiscourse awareness into account.
Therefore; metadiscourse awareness is making a significant contribution to the prediction of online reading ability.
